What is Child Protection?

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) states that each child has the right to protection from all forms of abuse, neglect or exploitation. It also states that children have the right to express their views on any issues or decisions affecting them and to have those views taken into consideration.

The Children (Scotland) Act 1995 legislated for these rights and placed a duty on anyone aged 16 or over, who has care and control of a child, to do all that is reasonable in the circumstances to safeguard a child’s health, development and welfare.

The Vision:

Highland Child Protection Committee shares the Scottish Executive vision for children. We want all of Highland’s children to have the best possible start in life; enjoy being young; and be supported to develop as confident, capable and resilient, to fully maximise their potential.
Highland’s children should be:

INCLUDED

Children, young people and their carers have access to high quality services, when required, and are assisted to overcome the social, educational, physical, geographic, environmental and economic barriers that create inequality.

RESPECTED & RESPONSIBLE

Children and young people are involved in decisions that affect them, have their voices heard and are encouraged to play an active and responsible role in their communities.

ACTIVE

Children and young people are active and encouraged to choose

rewarding play and leisure opportunities, including sport.

ACHIEVING

Children and young people should have access to positive learning

environments and opportunities to develop their skills, confidence

and self esteem to the fullest potential.

HEALTHY

Children and young people should enjoy the highest attainable standards of physical and mental health, with access to suitable healthcare and support for safe and healthy lifestyle choices.

NURTURED

Children and young people live within a supportive family setting, with additional assistance if required, or, where this is not possible, within another caring setting, ensuring a positive and rewarding childhood experience.

SAFE

Children and young people should be protected from abuse, neglect and harm by others at home, at school and in the community.
When parents and other carers deliberately fail or neglect to meet one or more of these basic needs, to the extent that it impacts significantly on a child’s development or poses a serious risk of harm to the child, this is a child protection concern.

In a worst case scenario, where abuse is deliberate or where parents/carers are unwilling or unable to improve their care of the child, the child may be removed from its family. However, if the parent or carer is willing to work with services to remedy the situation much can be done to support them to change and to keep the child with the family. In Highland we do not aim to take children away from their families except where all other reasonable steps have failed or a child is at immediate risk of harm.

In 2006/7 Highland is implementing ‘Getting it Right for Every Child’. This is an initiative that aims to reduce the need to involve the Children’s Reporter by identifying vulnerable children and families as early as possible and offering support to prevent things reaching crisis level.

Early reporting of concerns can help us to identify families that are struggling to cope. Their needs can be assessed and appropriate support can be given before the situation deteriorates. 

‘The welfare of the child is paramount’– consequently the sharing of information and other steps to ensure that children are protected should take precedence over other concerns.

No-one wants to see a child come to harm. If you have concerns you can talk them over in confidence by calling the national child protection line on:

