Who is a Parent?

In Scottish Law a child’s mother has parental responsibilities and rights in relation to the child whether or not she is married to the father of the child. Until 4th May 2006, the father only had such responsibilities and rights if he was married to the mother at the time of conception or subsequently. From 4th May 2006, the Family Law (Scotland) Act 2006 gives automatic rights and responsibilities to fathers whose names are registered in a birth register in the UK as the father of the child. If the parents remain unmarried and the father was not named on a UK birth register after 4th May 2006, the father can obtain responsibilities and rights through a legal process, if the mother agrees.
Parental responsibilities and rights cannot be abdicated but a parent can arrange for someone else to fulfil or exercise them on her/his behalf. However, the parent is still liable for any failure to fulfil the responsibilities.
Parental rights and responsibilities can only be transferred permanently through legal processes such as adoption or becoming a legal guardian on the death of the parent. However a court can deprive a parent of some or all responsibilities and rights if they fail to fulfil their responsibilities to the child.
