Highland Child Protection Committee: Attendance at Conferences/Seminars

Feedback Form

Conferences can be expensive and generally, only one or two representatives from the area will attend. Valuable information which may impact on future practice is often disseminated at these events, and may be used to help inform our training programmes. 

Therefore, if you attend a Conference or other events relating to child protection, or children and young people generally, you are asked to complete this pro-forma for consideration at the CPC Training Group. Where appropriate, this will also be disseminated to other relevant groups and individuals, and shared with Lead Officer Group and CPC Members.  

	Report from:
	
	Pene Rowe

	Job Title:

	
	Development Officer

	Agency:

	
	Highland Child Protection Committee

	Event:
	
	Child Trafficking Conference

	Date:
	
	2nd June 2010

	Location:
	
	Hampden Park, Glasgow

	Primary purpose of the event:


	(1) Consultation
	(4) Practice Exchange       √

	(2) Launch Event
	(5) Information Exchange √

	(3) Road Show
	(6) Theoretical Learning    √

	If your event is not covered above, please state purpose here:


	Speaker(s):
	
	

	Debbie Beadle
	
	ECPAT UK (End Child prostitution, Pornography And Trafficking) 

	Phil Raines
	
	Head of the Scottish Government Child Protection Policy Team

	Moira McKinnon
	
	PO Child Protection, Glasgow City Council

	Bronagh Andrew
	
	Service Manager, TARA Project for women trafficked into the sex trade.

	Dr Paul Rigby 
	
	Criminal Justice Social Work research and development.

	Key issues/themes discussed:
	
	

	
	
	Definitions of ‘trafficking’, ‘smuggling’ and ‘facilitation’.

	
	
	Types of exploitation of trafficked children.

	
	
	Prevalence of trafficking in the UK. 325 known cases last year. 50% were children. Around 33% of unaccompanied asylum seeking children are believed to have been trafficked.

	
	
	Factors affecting the likelihood of trafficking in any given area, e.g. Market for sex, drugs, benefit fraud, domestic servitude; migrant population; airport/port.

	
	
	Secondary trafficking of children – i.e. children accompanying trafficked adults or whole families.

	
	
	Office of Children’s Commissioner (Scotland) has commissioned a study of child trafficking in Scotland

	
	
	How Glasgow CPC went about trying to establish numbers of trafficked children in the area and established specific procedures for vulnerable groups.

	
	
	Agencies working with trafficked women and  children.

	
	
	Case studies and issues affecting trafficked children.

	
	
	Resources available to aid awareness raising and training in identification and assessment.

	
	
	Specific research in Glasgow, including the piloting of the national assessment tool.

	Key messages:
	
	

	
	
	Trafficking happens in rural areas as well as cities.

	
	
	20% of children identified as having been trafficked subsequently disappear without trace.

	
	
	West Africans, Asians and Eastern Europeans are the primary groups currently being trafficked into Britain.

	
	
	UK is both a destination and a transit point for USA and Western Europe.

	
	
	The journey can take up to 2 years and children will probably have been exploited en route.

	
	
	Most trafficked women were originally exploited as children. For many this began with private fostering.

	
	
	Most trafficked children have been drilled into giving a pre-agreed story and have powerful reasons for not telling the truth, e.g. ritual oaths, family debt, threats against loved ones back home, loyalty to the trafficker or the person who sold them – often a relative.

	
	
	Symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder are often interpreted by the sufferers as signs that they are being cursed for breaking their oaths.

	
	
	Our cultural perspective can often exacerbate the situation.

	
	
	Organisations with strong cultural links to the child’s home country can, unintentionally, place the children back into danger by their ‘good Samaritan’ actions. This is particularly true of some churches.

	
	
	The national assessment matrix needs refining.

	Resources & References

	Reading Matter
	
	CEOP Strategic Threat Assessment

	
	
	Child trafficking in Glasgow – Paul Rigby

	
	
	Risk Assessment matrix (on CPC website)

	DVD’s
	
	In Our Shoes – for foster carers and SWs working with child victims of trafficking in foster care

	
	
	In Your Hands – Safeguarding child victims of trafficking

	Websites
	
	www.ecpat.org.uk

	
	
	Glasgow CPC

	
	
	Drs.glasgow.gov.uk  - TARA project

	
	
	NSPCC

	Implications for Highland: e.g. policy/practice issues, training requirements 

	
	
	Consideration needs to be given to what can be learned from trafficked women and from sex offenders about child trafficking in Highland. Both groups may hold valuable information. 

	
	
	Consideration needs to be given to the needs of trafficked children and adults and how these could be met should cases be identified in Highland.

	
	
	Awareness needs to be raised and some staff will need specific training in interviewing and assessment where child trafficking is suspected.

	Action required by:

	(a) Agency/Agencies

	(b) Committee/Delivery Group

	(c) Individual(s)

	Please state who/which agencies:

	(b)Missing Children & Families Group should be reconvened to consider further action required.

	(a) There are likely to be implications for Police, Education, Housing, Health and Social Work, in addition to voluntary sector agencies and churches. 

	(b) There will be training implications.

	
	
	

	Date for review:
	
	March 2011

	
	
	

	Follow up:

	
	

	Date Reviewed:
	
	

	
	
	

	Progress Made:
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please return this form to: Highland Child Protection Committee, Kinmylies Building, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NN or Donna.Munro@highland.gov.uk
Please note, all pro-formas will be shared with members of the HCPC Training Group. 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this form

